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EDITORIAL 
 
The complete package. That is what is contained in this edition of the Wool Press. 
 
First of all set up the group breeding scheme. Has anyone spoken with those farmers of the 
community that went the next step after Farmers Week and visited South Africa? Can the 
South African experience be adapted to the Falkland Islands? 
 
Next read about how to improve sheep nutrition with purchased added protein or  controlled 
grazing or growing supplementary feed in the form of Swedes or a combination of all three 
methods. All these options are available. Which one suits your situation best? Which is the 
most cost effective for your situation? Which will give the best return on investment? The 
Wool Press can’t answer these questions - can you? Have you tried? 
 
Extra feed means improved reproductive rates. This means extra lambs for selection and 
surplus for the abattoir. Thereafter the wool goes to the double dumper for cost saving 
transport to anywhere in the world and mutton and lamb can go to the abattoir. 
 
So all the information is here - at least the first step. All you have to do is plan and after the 
plan comes the implementation.. Set out the aim and objectives. What do you think the farm 
can sustain and what will give the best profits? Is it lambs? Is it mutton? Is it wool? Is it 
penguins? Is it a combination of wool and mutton? Does the present flock structure fit in 
with the objectives? Is the farm productive enough to achieve the objectives? 
 
Have a read. Have a think and if worse comes to the worse have a chat with someone. If all 
else fails, and it’s all too difficult boil the jug, get the coffee and head to the back page and 
do the wordsearch. 
 
Vic Epstein 
Senior Veterinary Officer 
 
 
 

NSF POLWARTH GROUP BREEDING SCHEME 
By Neil Judd 

In what is believed to be an important step forward for the future of the Polwarth sheep 
breed in the Falkland Islands, the Agricultural Advisory Committee recently approved the 
creation of a Polwarth Group Breeding Scheme (GBS) at Saladero. 

The Polwarth GBS will be centred around the structure of the existing NSF. NSF families 
(x8) plus NSF identity will be maintained, but NSF material (rams in particular) will be used 
to benefit farmers wishing to participate in the GBS. Individual farmers who will contribute a 
number of their best young ewes each year (4 tooth?) that satisfy the breeding objectives 
set down by all contributors. In return for the contribution, farmers would receive an agreed 
number of rams (shearlings) back in return. At this stage it is envisaged that for each 5 
ewes contributed farmers would obtain 1 x ram back. In addition, contributors would also 
receive back any ewes they directly supplied when no longer required by the Polwarth GBS. 

For example if a farm supplied 25 ewes each year, they would receive 5 rams back (from 
their own ewes joined to Polwarth GBS rams) plus their own ewes when culled or no longer 
required. In exactly the same way if a farm supplied 50 ewes each year, they would receive 
10 rams back. 

It should be noted that ewes contributed in say 2007 would be joined in 2007 and rams due 
to the farm would be supplied after shearing in late 2008 or early 2009. 



The creation of the Polwarth Group Breeding Scheme is believed to represent an 
outstanding opportunity for farmers interested in the Polwarth breed to get involved in 
helping to shape the future of the breed in the Falklands, to assist in dramatically increasing 
the rate of genetic progress of the breed both in the central Polwarth GBS and also 
importantly on their own farms. 

It is firmly believed that much greater progress can be made with the Polwarth breed 
through farmers working together than as individuals. With such a small genetic base for 
Polwarths in the world, the need for farmers in the Falkland Islands to work together on the 
breed with their best animals is real and arguably presents the best opportunity in the long 
term to improve productivity from the breed. 

It should be noted that animals produced by NSF ewes in the GBS would be available for 
sale each year to the general farming community as usual. 

I would welcome any comments, queries or indeed expressions of interest from farmers 
interested in joining the GBS. As time progresses more details will be provided to interested 
parties. 

 

 

WHO IS MY DAD? 

DNA TESTING FOR SHEEP IN THE FALKLANDS 
By Peter Johnson 

Have you ever come across an animal that you thought was superior, and said to yourself 
that you would like to confirm your suspicion that it came from a certain ram or ewe. Or 
would you like to get into pedigree recording of lambs but can’t find the time to painstakingly 
tag every lamb to its mother? 

Well DNA testing has arrived in the Falklands and may be the answer for you! 

What is it? 

DNA testing was once clouded in the mystique of American cop shows tracking down the 
killer in the ultimate who-done-it. There are now however, many companies around the 
world who are offering DNA testing for production animals, including sheep and cattle. 

The benefits of DNA testing are mainly for people who want to chart the pedigree of their 
animals. The reasons for this tracking is usually linked to Breeding and Selection, where 
being able to accurately identify who is the sire/dam or progeny of an animal will influence 
the calculation of that animals breeding value. 

Traditionally, people both here in the Falklands (and in different sheep breeding parts of the 
world) go to great lengths to identify these animals, usually on the day that the lamb is born. 
The animals are tagged and that tag number linked to their mother. I can tell you from 
personal experience, that chasing day old lambs around a paddock for hours trying to catch 
them and then read their mothers tag may be a bit of fun for one day, but when the mob of 
ewes lamb for say, 8 weeks, and you have to be out there every day rain, hail or shine, it 
can wear thin very easily. 

There are also other problems with having to single sire mate, and find enough paddocks to 
single sire lamb into, as ewes are notorious for stealing each others lambs, and even when 
you get out to tag on the day of birth, the lamb may not be hanging around its mother, but 
some other ewe high on hormones mistaking that lamb for there own. 

The Process 

So enters DNA testing. The process is quite simple. A small sample of blood is taken from 
each animal you want identified, and a sample from the rams used or from the ewes 



lambing (if you want both sire and dam records). These blood samples are just drops of 
blood as shown on the cards below, filled out with details of the animal and popped in the 
post. It is that simple. 

The animals are run in, usually at lamb marking time, and their tag number recorded with 
the blood sample. A small lancet is used on each sheep to prick the ear and get the blood 
droplets. Obviously, a clean lancet must be used with every sheep, and hygiene is important 
to protect the DNA that gets transmitted onto the card. 

Once the lab receives the samples, results can be emailed back to you. Results show who 
the parent was, and the accuracy of that record. Accuracy is estimated at greater than 99%, 
if the collection is done correctly. 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

The credit card sized blood collection card with 3 drops of blood and the animal’s details. 

The Costs 

# Note – as this is an Australian Service, prices have been converted to £ using the 
exchange rate at the time of writing of $2.47 Australian Dollar’s to the £1. 

So this service isn’t for free, but the priced has dropped significantly, even in a few short 
years that the tests have been offered. The cards cost £0.60 each to order, with a rebate of 
£0.20 when the cards are received back at the lab. The test itself costs £5.06. So for a small 
nucleus flock of 100 ewes, producing 70 lambs from 5 different sires, where ram pedigree 
was required, the costs would be – 

70 lambs + 5 Rams = 75 tests 
Test + Card (- rebate) = £5.06 + 60p – 20p = £5.46 
75 x £5.46 = £409.50 

With postage to Australia of £15 at a maximum (2006 prices), that works out at £6.07 per 
lamb. It may seem like a lot, but when you factor in all the costs associated with collecting 
the information in a traditional way, and the reliability of the results, it can be the cheaper 
option. If you are interested in using DNA sampling, please contact me for more information 
at the DoA on 27355 or email pjohnson@doa.gov.fk 

 

 

PROTEIN – THE HOLE IN THE BUCKET 
By Peter Johnson 

An animal’s diet needs to consist of a few major things for it to stay alive and to be 
productive. This includes energy, protein, trace elements and vitamins & minerals. For an 
animal to be as productive as it can (to reach its genetic potential), it needs all of these 
things. However, some of these are more important than others. Energy for an animal is like 
the diesel for your Rover. Without it, it’s going nowhere. You can have as much protein or 
vitamins as you like, but without energy, the system stops. 

The second most important, is protein. Without a full complement of protein, an animal has 
no chance of reaching its potential. It is like the oil for the Rover. Although not absolutely 
essential for the Rover to drive, you are not going to get too far, and do some damage, 



without oil. It is the second layer, in what I call the bucket effect. Trace elements and 
minerals come next, and although important in reaching a balanced diet, are of no great use 
without the energy and the protein to go along with it. 

“Good nutrition, of which protein is a major part, is the key to an animal reaching their full genetic 
potential” 

Let’s imagine that the bucket below is the potential provided by the animal’s genetics to 
perform. If the bucket is full, the animal has reached its full potential performance. If the 
bucket is empty, the animal is not performing at all, if it isn’t dead already. In between the 
two extremes, we have animals performing to different levels. 

 

 
 

The black dots in the diagram (which is my best attempt to draw a bucket!) are holes in the 
bucket. Without energy, the bucket cannot begin to be filled up, as it just leaks out the 
bottom. On the other hand, if trace elements are missing, you are never going to get a full 
bucket, but you can at least obtain some of the animal’s genetic potential. 

Sheep in the Falkland’s have access to energy all year round in the form of grass, even if it 
is not green and lush. Even the oldest, rank white grass stand contains energy. It may have 
a low digestibility, and it may not be the most palatable feed, but even so, it is still energy. 
So we are half way there. It is at this level that a lot of stock struggle to get above. 

For the animal to digest the carbohydrate (energy) in mature grass, the microbes within their 
rumens have to do a lot of work. These microbes require protein to work most effectively. 
The nature of the climate and the soil here means that the naturalised plant species are 
inherently low in protein, and even introduced species cannot provide enough protein 
throughout the year, as they too are limited in their growing season. 

“Sheep in the Falklands have access to an adequate energy source, but it is protein sources that are 
lacking” 

So if we supply a protein source for the animal, not only will it balance out with what it is 
currently eating in terms of energy, it will in fact drive the rumen microbes to be more 
efficient, and may even increase the amount of energy (or grass) that the animal eats. By 
eating more of the carbohydrate source (for example white grass) and eating some of a 
protein source, the animal is going to be better off nutritionally, and make more efficient use 



of what it eats. 

This may all sound too good to be true, but balancing energy and protein is the first concern 
of any animal nutritionist. Once this is right, then you can look at the vitamin & minerals and 
other trace elements. 

The flow on affect of getting an animal’s nutrition right is compounding. If an animal is 
receiving a balance of energy and protein, and is held with a good condition score, it is in a 
better position to face any inclement weather that comes its way. It will grow a better fleece 
and be able to raise a lamb and look after it in the critical first few weeks of life. This 
supplementation doesn’t need to be done all year round, just at critical points in the year 
when pasture quality is at its lowest point, such as June – September. 

So where is this magical protein? 

Well, first of all, it is not magical, it is scientifically proven to increase energy intake if protein 
has been lacking. Protein for stock supplementation can come in many forms and varieties, 
although not from rabbits out of a hat! It can come from cereal grains, other whole grains, 
by-products and from nitrogen in a form such as urea (known as non-protein nitrogen 
sources). 

The Department of Agriculture is currently sourcing for a series of trials, different forms of 
protein that are suitable to be fed as a supplement to sheep. Among one of the important 
factors that needs to be considered is that they can be practically fed during a Falkland’s 
winter on a range of land types. 

We will be conducting large scale trials during the winter of 2007, which will evaluate the 
response and the cost effectiveness of a number of different protein sources. We are at this 
stage looking to feed the animals for 100 days. We will be looking at different methods of 
feeding the products out as well as any difference between the products themselves. 
Protein supplements likely to be trialled include whole pulses such as lupins, protein meals, 
pellets and animal licks. 

 

 
Soy beans (left) and narrow leafed lupins (right). Two of the feeds proposed to be used during the trial. 

In the coming few month’s we will begin the search for properties willing to host the trials of 
the different protein sources. We will work with these farmers to develop what is a practical 
method for feeding their sheep, accounting for their circumstances, their current machinery 
and infrastructure, and the particular landscape features of their farm. There will more to 
follow on this project later in the year. 

“The Department of Agriculture will be trialling a number of supplementary protein feeding options 

on Falkland Island farms over the winter of 2007” 

If you have any questions or comments about supplementary feeding of protein to sheep, 
please contact me. 

 

 

MAXIMISING PROFIT FROM HOGGETS SUPPLIED TO FIMCO 
By Neil Judd 



The time of year has come again where farmers start to plan for the sale of surplus lamb 
and hogget to the abattoir. Several key issues are believed important in the planning; as 
follows 

·  Is it the right business decision to supply lamb/hogget for slaughter; if you’re not sure 
the DOA can assist you to work through the logic of this decision as it applies to you 
individual circumstances so please do not hesitate to ask for assistance if you are in 
doubt. 

·  If the sale makes sense to your business, how do you then maximise the money you 
make? 

·  November, December and early January have been shown over and over again to be 
the peak months for grass growth and also peak grass quality; If you plan to sell 
hoggets to FIMCo it will be critical to be working with your animals through this ‘prime’ 
period to put on as much weight (and hence money!) as possible. The key is to 
manage the animals appropriately to your available resources; ‘opportunistic 
harvesting’ from a set-stocked system is unlikely to be the most profitable system. 

·  Results from the DOA simulated grazing trials on local pastures have clearly shown 
that ‘graze and spell’ management grows more quality grass than ‘set’ stocking. If 
more grass is grown it could be utilised by farmers to either feed more animals (to 
achieve at the same level as before) or maybe to produce the same number of 
animals, but individually heavier animals; both options could be considered. 

·  ‘Best bet’ graze and spell patterns for hoggets to achieve maximum results would be 
something like; one week on a camp (of good quality feed!); then rotate through 
another say 6 camps (each being grazed for about a week) before coming back to the 
first camp (had a six week spell!). Obviously the better the quality of the feed on offer; 
the better the results. Simply rotating the animals through poor quality, rank white 
grass or diddle dee camps would be unlikely to achieve the results needed. 

·  It is also recommended that farmers supplying hogget to FIMCo consider the worm 
burden of their hoggets and the disastrous impact on growth rates that high worm 
burdens can have on young sheep. 

·  Taking faecal samples to check the worm burden of your animals is very easy and 
very quick; please do not hesitate to discuss this process with one of the vets or 
agricultural advisors. 

·  Time of shearing is another one of the ‘variables’ for farmers to consider when 
deciding to sell hoggets to FIMCo. Of course it is important to satisfy the ‘health 
requirement’ of allowing shearing cuts to heal prior to slaughter; but the question 
arises whether any opportunity exists to add more value to your hogget wool clip by 
adjusting their time of shearing. 

·  Falkland Islands research has shown that maximum wool growth rates occur during 
late spring and early summer (not really surprising!). If wool is growing at say 10 to 15 
grams per day it is possible for hoggets to grow up to half a kilogram of wool over a 5 
to 6 week period during November and December! So the question remains, does any 
opportunity exist for you to capitalise on this peak wool growth period to increase 
overall return from the sale of your ‘hoggets’ to FIMCo? 

Summary 
It would appear that potential exists for Falkland Islands farmers to increase total returns from 
their hoggets from both increased wool production and increased liveweight at slaughter. 
How this can best be achieved on individual farms will obviously vary. It is recommended that 
any farmers with a query on what they can do to maximise returns from the sale of hoggets to 
FIMCo this season, should start by simply calling one of the Advisors at the DOA to discuss 
the issue. 
 
 
 
 

 



THE DOUBLE DUMPER 
By Charlene Rowland, FIDC 

The Beast of FIPASS has arrived! As many farmers will know, the double dumping machine 
purchased by FIDC has now been fully installed in the wool warehouse on FIPASS, and is 
ready to tackle the coming season. The machine, which double-compresses two bales into 
the size of one, was commissioned by Brian Parfrey of Grampian Wools in Melbourne, who 
paid a three-week visit to the Islands to get ‘The Beast’ up and running. 

FIDB’s purchase of the machine was inspired by farmers’ enthusiasm for change at 
Farmers Week 2005, when many of those attending said they wanted to find new ways to 
add value to their wool. The recent introduction of a containerised shipping service to the 
Falklands means that those who want to double-dump their wool can now fit more into a 
container and should be able to ship more for their money (around 70% more wool can be 
put into each container using the double dumper). Those who prefer to ship break-bulk will 
also benefit, with reduced road haulage costs at the other end of the operation. 

As well as bringing along his technical expertise, Brian also brought his observations of 
wool sales and shipping in the wider world, where he said double (or triple) dumping had 
been the norm for the past 20-30 years. 

The machine itself is a Fletcher-Davis 360 T Debaler Wool Dump Press - one of only three 
of this particular model to have been built. She cost AUD$30,000 second-hand, and was 
sourced by Rodney Lee through his existing contacts in Australia. Rodney also helped 
arrange shipping, with the machine squeezed into one 40’ and one 20’ container for the 
journey from Melbourne, via Montevideo. 

She is a back-entry hydraulic press of 360 tonne capacity, with bale feed and dump 
extraction equipment taking bales directly from and to floor level, with automatic or manual 
operation. She can squash two normal bales of wool into a smaller than average single bale 
with 4 high-tensile steel bands. The machine can run up to 50 dumps an hour, ideally with 
two operators. The machine has been well-trialled and all signs are that she will work well 
once the season gets underway. The next step is for FIDC to appoint a contractor to 
operate the machine. At the time of writing, the tender has been advertised and FIDB are 
expected to make a decision in mid-October on the successful operator. 

Aiding Brian Parfrey in assembling the machine were Mark Stroud, Alfie Hobman and Coco 
of Byron McKay and Andrew Bone of No. 1 Electrical. All four men did sterling work in 
helping Brian to achieve what he was brought to the Islands to do, and FIDC thank them for 
their efforts. Raymond Poole has now been commissioned to run the machine for 
demonstration purposes until a contractor has been appointed – watch this space! 

 
 

SALADERO EWE TRIAL 
 

By Lucy Ellis 
 
As a result of genetic improvement activity carried out last year. Saladero has a 
considerable number of ewe hoggets from a range of breeds and crosses. The animals are 
individually identified but have been managed as a single mob since weaning. The 
breed/crosses are: Polwarth, Dohne Merino, SAMM, Poll Dorset and Corriedale x Dohne 
Merino. 
 
As all of these breeds are currently being trialled by growers in the Islands it was decided 
that the opportunity could not be missed to obtain information on how the various 
breeds/crosses compared. These animals have been regularly weighed since birth and 
below is a graph and a table showing how each breed/cross has performed so far: 
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  Polwarth Dohne Merino SAMM Poll Dorset Corriedale x Dohne 

21/02/2006 19.97 19.73 21.53 21.52 21.34 
22/03/2006 22.97 22.89 25.78 26.96 25.1 
11/04/2006 24 24.47 27.52 29.22 26.37 
18/07/2006 27.4 29.53 32.84 34.16 29.52 
29/08/2006 26.97 28.06 31.29 32.2 28.45 

  37* 44* 51.6* 56.5* 37.6* 
  50.5** 66.6** 76.9** 85.9** 55.6** 
  *Daily weight gain (gms) over 189 days (21/2/06 to 29/8/06) 

  
**Daily weight gain (gms) over 147 days (21/2/06 to18/7/16) before weight loss 
occurred 

 
Table showing weighing dates and weight trends 

 
It is interesting to note that even though the Poll Dorset is a purely meat breed and the 
SAMM a dual-purpose breed that their weight gains are almost identical. Another interesting 
point is that the Polwarths lost the least weight (0.43kg) between the July to August 
weighings and  the Poll Dorsets the most (1.96kg). Between the other breeds the weight 
losses are negligible as can be seen. The Corriedale x Dohne has performed very well 
against the other breeds and is third heaviest and after the Polwarths has lost the least 
weight (1.07kg). The Dohne Merinos were trailing the Corriedale x Dohnes for some time 
and then rapidly caught up only to lose a fair amount of weight at the last weighing (1.47kg), 
it will be interesting to see which of these two breeds makes the most weight gains when 
the spring growth of grass comes. 
 
It has to be noted that these figures and readings cannot be described as definitive as there 
is a large disparity in the number of animals in each breed group, even so, they are 
worthwhile to see if a trend is appearing. 
 
Breed numbers: 
Polwarth: 105               Poll Dorset: 6                     SAMM: 56 
Dohne Merino: 63        Corriedale x Dohne: 20 
 

These animals will continue to be weighed over the coming summer and autumn to follow 
breed, environment and genetic trends.  When these hoggets are shorn, they will have their 
fleeces weighed, as well as yield and micron measured. With this information we can 
assess the commercial aspect of each breed for their wool value. When we combine their 
wool value and their carcass traits we can then assess the overall potential of each 
breed/cross option. In addition, each group will be assessed for face cover and body 
condition. 
 



We asked John Hobman, Saladero Manager, for his views on the different breeds and his 
first comment was that in his opinion it is too early to make any assessment as the hoggets 
are just ten months old plus they are not “free ranging” as most other hoggets are but get 
handled at least once a month. However, his observations are worthy of mention – he has 
noticed that the SAMMs are very active and are quick to put on weight. The Corriedale x 
Dohnes appear very hardy whereas he has found the clear-faced Dohnes to be unco-
operative on occasions when being worked. The Poll Dorsets, are docile, slow and have 
little regard for fences. Then we come to Johns self-confessed favourites, the Polwarths, 
which are placid and have held their weight better in the winter months than the rest which 
neatly backs up the figures from the chart and table (but are still the highest group overall). 
John does freely admit that he is a wool breed man rather than meat or dual purpose and 
feels that the other breeds have yet to prove themselves. 
 
Over time it will be critical to follow the various breed and crosses to assess reproductivity 
performance and hardiness. Once all of this information comes to hand, farmers will have a 
powerful data-set to assist with their long term decision making. 
 

Thank you to John and Viv for providing the information and honest comments on the 
hoggets. 
 
 
 

MAXIMISING PROFIT FROM NEW SEASON LAMBS SUPPLIED 
TO FIMCO 
By Neil Judd 

Obviously the same decision making process used to evaluate the economic logic of 
supplying hoggets to FIMCo is recommended to be used to decide if supplying new season 
lamb to FIMCo makes sense on your farm; if for now it is assumed that this process has 
already been completed, what are some of the key things that might affect how much money 
you make out of the exercise. 

1. ‘Quality’ of lambs at weaning 
It is clear that feed conditions before a lamb is born and also in the first four to six weeks 

of its life will have a major bearing on a lambs growth rate and overall well being. 
Well nourished ewes in late pregnancy produce well nourished lambs of good birth weight 

with a greater chance of surviving in harsh conditions of the Falkland Islands. 
Well nourished ewes produce vastly more milk than poorly nourished ewes and hence 

also produce lambs that grow more quickly. Whatever can be done to economically 
improve the feed on offer to ewes in late pregnancy and early lactation will have a 
massive impact on the quality of lambs (and also on the numbers that survive) through 
to lamb marking, weaning and if surplus exist, through to sale. 

2. Feed on offer 
Feed conditions in terms of both quantity and quality on offer are highly likely to fall from late 
January onwards each year. This decline is believed to be a response to basic weather 
patterns, declining rates of moisture penetration into the soil, and also, it is suggested, 
naturally occurring changes in soil nutrient availability. As feed quality declines in late 
summer and early autumn each year, animal growth rates also decline. This natural decline 
in feed quality and quantity makes it very hard to produce ‘new season’ lambs for sale that 
achieve target weights off natural camp or indeed from re-seeds, particularly if set stocked. 

In the Falkland Islands a number of options exist to grow food for lambs for use in February, 
March and April. For example, oats, tricticale, pasja as well as early turnips and other forage 
brassicas. However the key is to determine which of the options offers the most economic 
scope to fill this critical gap when pasture conditions deteriorate. Please do no hesitate to 
discuss this issue with Andrew Pollard. Ground preparation ‘windows’ are opening now and 
planting windows will be open soon, so do not wait until it is too late! 



To assist with cash flow and feed budgeting the following ‘rules of thumb’ might be of 
interest; 

·  It might cost about £150 to break-up and plant 1 x hectare of new ground for say 
early turnips. 

·  1 x hectare of early turnips, if sown at the right seed rate and depth into well 
prepared ground and planted at the correct time (moisture and month of the year) 
might produce enough feed for say 100 lambs for 75 days of grazing. 

·  Good quality lambs have the ability to put on in excess of 100g/day, above what they 
might achieve from natural pasture during February, March and April. Over 75 days 
of grazing, this could represent approx 7.5kgs of extra liveweight or up to 3 to 3.5kgs 
of extra carcass weight. 

·  3 to 3.5kg of extra carcass weight at the current rate of £1.25/kg has the potential to 
provide a rate of return of around £4/lamb against a cost of approximately 
£1.50/lamb to grow the feed. 

·  Weaners are very vulnerable to internal parasites, which if present in large numbers 
could affect their growth rates. All of the comments regarding regular monitoring of 
the worm burden of your animals made in the article about supplying hoggets to the 
abattoir should be checked. Note – regular monitoring is essential, not necessarily 
regular drenching! 

·  The scientific consensus is that the weaning of lambs at around 12 weeks of age is 
generally the most logical compromise between lamb growth rates and long term 
impacts on ewe liveweight and body condition for the next breeding season. At 
around 12 weeks of age lambs have fully functioning rumens and are able to obtain 
all of the nourishment that they need for growth and development completely 
independently of their mothers. The key task of course, is to provide the feed 
resource for them to actually be able to do so. Remember, the comment made 
earlier; that at weaning time (late January or maybe February) feed quality and feed 
quantity have started to decline rapidly. 

Any farmer with a comment on anything raised in either of the articles on supplying lambs 
and/or hogget to FIMCo is urged to contact the author or any of the Advisors at the DOA. 

 
 

FALKLAND ISLANDS MEAT COMPANY 
By Rodney Lee 

I would just like to inform farmers that we are looking at the possibility of shearing some of 
the stock prior to slaughter at the Sand Bay abattoir this coming export season. I must 
stress that it is very much still looking at the possibilities at this stage but felt that we would 
like to keep farmers in the picture as much as possible as the implications of this are that it 
would not be possible to use the farm paint brands on any animals to be shorn and an 
identification tag would have to be used instead. 

At the moment we are looking at any mature animals with wool over 25mm in length and 
possibly some/all of the lambs.  The lambs in particular will be depending on what sort of 
price we can achieve for last seasons skins, which should be known over the next few 
weeks. Once we know this, we can look at the economics and decide which is the better 
option. As has been discussed in the past, we do have a problem with dust/dirt 
contamination when the wool gets longer and this may be one way to help alleviate this. We 
will keep you informed as decisions are made. 

On another subject, I would like to congratulate Elephant Beach on still being able to 
produce beef  with a fat score of ‘10’ in the middle of September and prove that even in  
Falkland conditions, with crops etc, it is possible to achieve these excellent results. I am not 
saying it has to be done with crops but this is the way Rikki and Ben went this season. 

For those that are interested, the below are fat score results from Jan this year up until now 
:- 



Beef Fat Scores Report as at 26 September 2006 

 
 

  
Fat 

Age Group Total WT 0 <3 3-4 5-12 >12 Number 

0-6 months 608.38 1 7 0 0 0 8 

1-2 years 2922.8 0 3 6 7 0 16 

2-3 years 20329.1 0 10 17 61 2 90 

3+ years 32720.5 0 12 23 75 11 121 

Mature 693.94 0 0 0 3 0 3 

Prime 2525.3 0 1 6 5 0 12 

Veal 132.4 1 0 0 0 0 1 

Totals 59932.5 2 33 52 151 13 251 

 

SHEEP GROWTH ON SWEDES 
By Peter Johnson 

A small trial was conducted on Port Stephens and Stoney Ridge farms during August and 
September looking at how sheep performed on swede crops. The results were very 
promising, with all classes of animals on the swedes gaining weight over the three week trial 
period. 

Port Stephens 
200 hoggets were weighed and placed onto the swede crop. A second group of 200 
hoggets were weighed and returned to their camp. Three weeks later the same groups of 
animals were weighed. At this time a worm egg count was also done, with no worms 
burdens in the hoggets grazed on the swedes or in the camp The table below shows the 
difference in weight between the groups from the start to the finish of the trial. All results 
were statistically significant. 

 Swedes Camp 

Pre Grazing 
Weight 

20.7 20.4 

Post Grazing Weight 21.6 20 

Difference 0.9 -0.4 

All weights shown are mean body weights in Kilograms 

 
Stoney Ridge 
193 sheep of various classes (Wethers, Ewes, Shearlings and Hoggets) were placed on the 
swede crop for a period of three weeks. All animal classes gained weight, with older animals 
doing better than the younger classes of stock. Due to numbers of stock in each of the 



classes however, only the results of the wethers in this trial are considered statistically 
significant. 

 Wethers 

Pre Grazing Weight 42.7 

Post Grazing Weight 45.2 

Difference 2.7 

Weights shown are mean body weights in Kilograms 

The Future 
These small scale trials have produced some promising results, although it is important that 
further work is carried out in upcoming seasons to ensure the gains are repeatable and also 
of economic value. Growth for any animal at this time of year has a very positive impact on 
not only body condition, but also reproduction, lamb foetus growth rate, wool quality and 
wool quantity and over all mob death rates. The full paper and results for both of the trials 
are available if you would like more detail. 

SEPTEMBER RAINFALL UPDATE 
By Siân Ferguson 

 
Temperatures overall for the month were below average, falling to -4.6°C on Tuesday 19th 
and reaching a maximum of 12.6° on Friday 29th. There was a total of 13 days of 
snow/sleet and 10 days of hail, which was above the monthly average. No thunder was 
recorded and there was 5 days of fog. 
 
September saw a total of 118.3 hours of sunshine, which is below average. There were 2 
days with no sunshine and the sunniest day was on Friday 29th with 10.4 hours. Wind 
speeds were below average, with the highest gust reaching 51 knots on Thursday 28th. 
There was 16 days with gusts over 33 knots (under the norm) and there was 4 days of 
gales, which is normal for this time of year. 
 

Monthly Rainfall Totals 
  2005 2006 
Location Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 

Rainfall 28 45.5 87 56.5 42 39.5 76 30 41 68 28.5 24 
Stanley  Average 40 46 68 74 57 59 58 58 50 46.5 45.5 41 

Rainfall 32.3 40.1 67.3 89.2 32.3 45.2 61.9 47.4 72.8 58.8 43.5 44.5 
MPA Average 35 36.6 57.9 63.1 46.5 56.8 54.1 49.5 58.1 45.7 36.7 34 
Bleaker Island 17.5 23 36 135 52 37 43 26 66 42 43 40 
Cape Dolphin  - - 19 52.5 24.5 22 50.5 39 51 45.5 30.5 23.5 

Darwin  - - 40 63 20.5 25.3 20.5 25 48.5 34 39.5 20 
Elephant Beach  19.5 43.5 68 64 37.5 37.5 59 34 64 52 45 31 

Fern Ridge  - - - - - 35 57 58.5 63 45.5 - 30.5 
Head of the Bay 21.5 35 71 77 38 40 68 18 62 58 47 32 

Moss Side - - 62 53 29 36 57 46 58 54 42 32 
Paragon  - - - - - - 42 43 18 14 12 29 

Pebble Island  14.5 16.5 44.8 66 26 22 60 45 43 42.5 37.5 31.5 
Port Howard 24.5 47 52.5 130.5 48.8 48.5 71.5 82.5 80.5 71 75.5 58.75 

Saladero 15 22 41 56 26 37 26 45 - - 28 21 
Shallow Harbour   - - - - 19.6 33.3 51 47.5 48 53 - 30.5 
South Harbour  15 18 35 30 10 28 30 40 45 53 44 25 

Swan Inlet 11.5 41.5 47 66.5 24 45.5 49.5 43 72 54 - 27 
Wineglass Station 17.5 63.5 58 87 32.5 36.5 66 62 63 61.5 47 28 

 


