Planning to pregnancy scan your ewes?

Cost per ewe:
e 5 pence per sheep

Facilities needed:
e Pens and race — a temporary race made out of pens/gates is fine. For optimum flow of sheep have the
panels before the scanning crate solid or covered so the sheep cannot see the scanner.
e A continuous supply of hot and cold water — access to a working kettle is fine for the hot water supply.
e Areliable power supply.
e Sufficient workforce — 1 person to work the crate/drafting gates, 1-2 people to push sheep up the race
and fill pens and 1 person to write tag numbers etc if required.

Other information:
« Ideally ewes need to be off food and water overnight/twelve hours before scanning. Accurate
scanning with a full rumen is both difficult and hard work.
¢ Having the ewes half bellied make the job much quicker and easier

Naturally mated ewes:

e A short joining period of 34 (2 cycles) is advisable. This will mean that all pregnancies from the joining
period can be accurately detected from 45 days after the rams were taken off. Added benefits of a
short joining period are:

1. ashort and concise lambing period
2. ashorter time period needed to be spent shepherding
3. all lambs will be nearer in age for weaning/lamb marking

e Longer joining periods may mean that 2 scanning sessions are needed to accurately detect all
pregnancies which will obviously be more costly and time consuming.

Al ewes and Cover Rams

e Any ewes that don’t conceive at Al should cycle and be fertile again 17 days after the Al attempt,
therefore to ensure a concise lambing period put your cover rams out 2 weeks after the Al day for 35
days (2 cycles).

e ltisimportant to have raddle or harnesses on your rams. Marked ewes can be assumed to be cycling
and not to have conceived via Al so if they are scanned pregnant it can be noted that this is probably
to the cover ram rather than the Al.

e Scanning should occur between 70-90 days after the Al date.

Location
¢ Ideally we would scan in a shearing shed so there is easy access to water and power and the ewes can
be brought in the day before and fasted overnight. However we can scan outside as we have a frame
and tent for the scanner, we just need to know if we need to bring it. We also have portable pens so if
need be we can scan right there, in your ewe camp, thus less gathering and moving of your ewes.

The benefits of scanning
« Identifying multiples/pregnant/not-pregnant thus allowing you to use pasture and budget for feed
accordingly for what the ewes require as opposed to wasting feed on dry ewes.
« Estimating conception rates and thus lambing percentage to enable you to forecast meat or wool
income.
e Able to remove any ewes that continually do not get in lamb.

HOW TO BOOK YOUR SCANNING

Contact Lucy Ellis (27355 / lellis@doa.gov.fk) or Zoé Luxton (27366 / zluxton@doa.gov.fk).
We will need to know the date of Ai/rams in/rams off.

More information is available in your Farm Management Handbook or online at
http://www.agriculture.gov.fk/publications/fmh/livestock_and_wool/scanning.pdf



