
 

 

PIP Application – Sheep Genetics 
 
Please fill in this section if you wish to use a proportion of you PIP allocation to purchase 
sheep genetics. Applications are limited to £3,500 per 1000 breeding ewes, based on the 
average of the last three years. 
 
Flock History 
 
Number of ewes joined in the year stated: 

 
Year 2005 2006 2007 Average Total Sheep 

shorn 07/08 
 

Number of 
Ewes Joined 

     

 
Breeding Plan  
 
A breeding plan is an important goal to set when investing in genetic progress. It should clearly 
outline what it is you want to achieve with your flock in terms of genetics, and should have 
measurable, objective outcomes with time frames. If you require more information about 
breeding objectives, please contact the DOA.  
 
Written Breeding Plan – Please address each of the criteria in the box below on the desired 
traits and use the last box to explain where you would like to take your flock. 
 
Fibre Diameter  

 
 
 
 
 
Clean Fleece Weight  

 
 
 
 
 
Age at First Joining 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 
Lamb Weaning Weight 

 
 
 
 
Hogget live weight at shearing 

 
 
 
 
Other traits targeted (e.g. Face Cover) and flock direction 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Measurable objectives and timeframe 
 
Please fill in the boxes below with your current figures and those you see the purchase of the 
genetics helping you to achieve. Also include a year by which you hope to see these changes 
occurring. 
 

 Hogget 
Micron 

Farm 
Ave 

Micron 

Ave Ewe 
Body WT

Ave 
Greasy 

Fleece WT

Average 
Yield 

Ave 
Clean 
Fleece 

WT 

Current       

Proposed 
      

Planed 
Year 

      

 
 
 
 



 

 

 
Ewe Condition for Joining 
 
It is clear that the bodyweight of ewes at joining and lambing impacts upon the number of 
lambs born and the proportion surviving. Data from a trial in 2006 in the Falkland Islands 
showed an increase of 6% in lambs marked for every 5 kgs of extra ewe bodyweight at joining.  
 
To give the best return on investment from expensive reproductive technology, the DOA 
requires for PIP funds that every ewe that is artificially inseminated or used as a donor or 
recipient for embryo transfer has a minimum live weight of 40kg on the day of the work being 
carried out. 
 
If ewes do not meet with these weight requirements, then the cost of the preparatory drugs, 
semen, veterinarian costs and staff time (on a pro-rata basis) will be the responsibility of the 
farm having the work done and will not be met by PIP funding. 
 
Do you understand and agree that your ewes need to be above 40kg for PIP funding to 
be used for genetics, and if they are not, then you will be responsible for all associated 
costs? 

 
Yes     No 

 
 
Funds Requested 
 
In the box below, please outline the type of sheep genetics being requested, the source of 
those genetics, how these particular genetics will help you reach your breeding objective and 
the budget required.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PIP funds requested for genetics £ 



 

 

Pregnant Ewe Management 
 
Please explain what management system you will put in place with the pregnant ewes in terms 
of nutrition and management which will improve the chance of lamb survival and productivity.  
 

 
 
 
 

 
Spread of Genetics 

 
Describe the system that you will put in place to ensure that rapid spread of the new genetics 
through your farm over the next few years. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 


